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God is contained) by means of the same faculty by which I perceive
myself: that is to say, when I reflect on myself, I not only know
that I am something incomplete and dependent on another, some-
thing also which incessantly aspires after what is greater and better
than myself; but I also know that He on whom I depend possesses
in Himself all the great things to which I aspire,  and  that riot
indefinitely or potentially alone, but really, actually, and infinitely,
and that thus He is God'.   There is indeed much appearance of truth
in all this, and my objection is not that it is not true.    But, I ask
you, where do you get your proof ?   Passing by what has been already
said let us ash : If the idea of God exists in you like the mark of the
workman imprinted on his work, what is the mode in which it is
impressed?   What is the form of that mark ?   How do you detect it ?
If it is not other than the work or thing itself, are you then an idea, ?
Are you yourself nothing else than a mode of thought ?   Are you both
the mark impressed and the subject on which it is impressed ?    You
say that it is to be believed that you have been fashioned after the
image and similitude of God.    To religious faith this is indeed
credible, but how can it be understood by the natural reason, unless
you make God to have a human form ?    And in what can this
similitude to this Eternal Being consist ?    Can you, who are dust
and ashes, presume to be similar to Him, who is of an incorporeal,
boundless, entirely perfect, most glorious and, what is the principal
matter, an entirely inmsible and incomprehensible nature ?   Have you
known that face to face, so as to be able, by comparing yourself with
it, to affirm that you resemble it ?   Yon say that it is to be believed
owing to the fact that He created you.    On the contrary that fact
makes it incredible; inasmuch  as the work does not resemble the
workman, unless when it is generated by him by a communication of
his nature.   But you have not been begotten by God in this way ; nor
are you His offspring or a participator in His nat'iire.    You hare
merely been created by Him, i.e. made by Him according to an idea :
and hence you cannot say that you resemble Him more than the house
resembles the workman who builds its walls.    And this is true even
though we grant, what you have not yet proved, your creation by God.
You say that you perceive a likeness, while at the same time you
understand that you are a thing which is incomplete, dependent
and aspiring towards what is-better.    But is not this rather a proof
of God's dissimilitude, since He on tk$ contrary is most complete, most
Independent and entirely self-sufficient, being greatest and best of all ?
1 Vol. i. p. 170, par. 5.